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Siddaganga Mutt, located in Tumkur, Karnataka, is a prominent religious and 

educational institution deeply rooted in the cultural heritage of Karnataka. Here's 

an overview of its significance: 

1. Religious Importance: Siddaganga Mutt is a renowned pilgrimage site for 

devotees of the Lingayat sect of Hinduism. It was established by Sri 

Siddalingeshwara Swamiji in the 15th century and is dedicated to Basava, 

the 12th-century philosopher and social reformer. 

2. Educational Institution: The Mutt is equally famous for its commitment to 

education. Sri Shivakumara   Swamiji, who served as the head of the Mutt 

for several decades until his passing in 2019, transformed it into a hub of 

learning. Under his leadership, the Mutt runs numerous educational 

institutions ranging from schools to colleges, providing free education and 

boarding to thousands of students, especially those from underprivileged 

backgrounds. 

3. Philanthropy and Social Welfare: The Mutt is also known for its extensive 

philanthropic activities, including running hospitals, orphanages, and 

providing relief during natural disasters. Sri Shivakumara Swamiji's 

emphasis on social service and humanitarian work earned him widespread 

respect and admiration. 

4. Cultural Heritage: Siddaganga Mutt is a custodian of Karnataka's cultural 

heritage, promoting values of inclusivity, education, and service. It has 

played a significant role in preserving and promoting the teachings of 

Basavanna and other Lingayat saints. 

5. Impact and Legacy: The influence of Siddaganga Mutt extends beyond 

religious and educational realms, shaping the socio-cultural fabric of 

Karnataka. It continues to be a beacon of spirituality, education, and 

humanitarianism, inspiring people across the globe. 

In essence, Siddaganga Mutt in Tumkur stands as a symbol of spiritual devotion, 

educational empowerment, and social welfare, embodying the rich heritage and 

values of Karnataka. 

  


